
Summer Reading Program for Middle School Students June 6-9 from 9:00 – 12:00  

Do you need reading help? Do you need help reaching your AR Goal? Or, do you simply want to part of a small group 

book club? This year I am excited to bring back the summer reading program. We will meet for four days and do an in-

depth analysis of a Sunshine State Book. At the end, students will take an AR test on the book, which can count for the 

next school year. Each session is limited to 15 students, first come first served.  

This session, we will analyze the Sunshine State Book Pixie Pushes On by Tamara Bundy. The novel is a 4.8 book level and 

worth 6 AR points.  

A young girl learns bittersweet life lessons on the family farm after her sister 

gets polio, in this poignant and funny novel set in the heartland in the 1940s. 

 

Pixie's defenses are up, and it's no wonder. She's been uprooted, the 

chickens seem to have it in for her, and now her beloved sister, Charlotte, 

has been stricken with polio and whisked away into quarantine. So it's not 

surprising Pixie lashes out. But her habit of making snap judgements--and 

giving her classmates nicknames like "Rotten Ricky" and "Big-Mouth Berta"-

-hasn't won her any friends. At least life on the farm is getting better with the 

delivery of its newest resident--a runt baby lamb. Raising Buster takes 

patience and understanding--and this slowing down helps Pixie put things in 

better perspective. So too does paying attention to her neighbors, and 

finding that with the war on she's not the only one missing someone. As 

Pixie pushes past her own pain to become a bigger person, she's finally 

able to make friends; and to laugh about the fact that it is in places where 

she least expected it. 

  

 

 

Meeting Dates: Monday, June 6 – Thursday, June 9 from 9:00 – 12:00  

We will meet each of the above days from 9:00 – 12:00 in my classroom. A snack will be provided, along with a copy of 

the novel for each student. Pick up will be at 12:00 downstairs by the gym.   

To participate in this afterschool reading book club, please sign this form and send $125.00 payable to Carrie Gammell.  

 

Student’s Name: ___________________________________ 

 

Parent’s Signature: _________________________________ 


